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REPORT FRONM THE FIELD - SHANXI, CHIFA

I just returned from a fascinating trip to
Inner liongolia to visit a partner hospital. I
thought you might appreciate a quick report
conplete with a few pictures I took.

It takes three airplanes and 26 hours oi travel
time to get to Shanxi, China. That’s just one
reason why nobody goes there. It’'s one of
China's poorest provinces and nicknamed the
“coal warehouse oi China.” Afilicted with some of the world’s worst pollution,
the sky looked as dreary and bleak as the terrain. Ii emphysema ever became a
town, this would be 1it.

After a bumpy van ride we arrived at the hospital. It’s a 55-year old, run-
down, dark and dingy, dirt-poor, government hospital with exposed light bulbs,
dark hallways, bad smells, crumbling walls, and stairs. But Irom the big smiles
on the faces oi everyone we met, you d have thought they were all working at
The Ritgz.

As we toured the hospital they proudly showed us their “state—of=-the-art”
facilities, quality plaques on the wall, and most importantly, thousands oi
before—and-aiter pictures oI children they had saved Ifrom a lifetime ol pain
and suifering. The quality oi thelr work was very excellent.

We met dozens ol cleit patients and their families
who had come Irom near and iar to take advantage oi
our Iree cleit surgery program. The average income
in this area is about $23%8 per year, or, about 65
cents a day. Without The Smile Train, none oi these
children would ever receive surgery.

We met many parents who had adopted babies aiter Iinding them abandoned on the
side ol the road. Even though they barely have enough food to feed themselves
these Good Samaritans open their homes and their
hearts to a crying, deiormed baby they stunmble across.

The nurses proudly showed us piles ol old clothes

they had collected to give to poor patients and their
families = these are very poor people helping even
poorer people. We saw hundreds ol pictures oi patients
laughing, smiling and hugging nurses, doctors,
administrators. “Treat patient like family” read one
caption.
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