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Living with the sea: Fishing communities in Madagascar
Project outline
In July 2008, the Velondriake conservation network - a newly-established 800 square kilometre marine and terrestrial park in the southwest of Madagascar - was ‘unofficially’ launched.
What PhotoVoice wishes to do

Aiming to benefit more than 10,000 people and protect coral reefs, mangroves, baobab forests, seagrass beds and other threatened habitats along Madagascar’s southwest coast, PhotoVoice’s intended project aims to train groups of men, women and children in 25 Vezo villages in photographic and story-telling techniques so they can document the impact - good or bad - of the conservation area on their livelihoods and their communities.

Working in conjunction with award-winning charity Blue Ventures (http://blueventures.org/), PhotoVoice will enable each group to use their work to generate discussion and debate both locally and within the three regions of the conservation area (Vezo Milagnoriake, Milasoa and Fagnemotse).
Thereafter, the work will be edited into an exhibition to be shown regionally, with accompanying seminars and educational workshops. Locally, each village will organise a community exhibition whilst larger exhibitions and seminars will be held in the provincial capital of Toliara and the main capital Antananarivo – with a view to encouraging the Malagasy government to recognise the conservation area.

The photographs will provide material for a Blue Ventures-produced educational handbook which using Velondriake as a case-study, will raise awareness and promote the effectiveness of marine and terrestrial conservation across the Indian Ocean region.

Internationally, Blue Ventures and PhotoVoice will use the images to raise awareness globally of the need for marine conservation
Provisional start date January 2009 (or earlier subject to funding).
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