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Through our eyes: Blind photography in China
Project outline
The project will work to enable blind and visually impaired individuals to educate and advocate about their needs and their rights through photography and words.

Country need: China

According to the World Service Trust China has the biggest population of those suffering from visual impairment – at around 12 million people. In China 80% of visually impaired people live in the countryside and have limited access to education, services and employment opportunities. Prejudice and discrimination is widespread and blind people, in particular, are further handicapped by a lack of access to information. Despite China’s rapid economic growth disabled people remain severely disadvantaged.

What PhotoVoice wishes to do

Following a training of trainers in the UK, a series of workshops will be held in China to tackle the misunderstanding and alienation which exists and design an advocacy and communication strategy which will include advocating about their rights as set out in the UN Convention of the Rights of the Disabled.

On an international level PhotoVoice and lead partner organisation, Sight of Emotion, will work on a global advocacy campaign in line with the objectives of Vision 2020.

The self-development and confidence-building outcomes for blind and visually impaired groups and the images and descriptions produced will challenge audiences about their preconceived conceptions about the blind and visually disabled and their capabilities. Throughout the project outputs will be made accessible to both seeing and non-seeing audiences.

Provisional start date January 2009 (or earlier subject to funding).
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