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The SolarAid programme in Zambia is progressing well, with a number of key achievements on the macro solar front. The team in Zambia has been carrying out macrosolar installations on schools and community centres, often in remote rural communities that are underserved by the development community. 
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This report covers activities for the past six months and includes some pictures and narrative about our microsolar activities, in particular the solarisation of schools. 
[image: image2.jpg]



ABOVE: Councillor and Deputy Head of Simungoma School, Mrs Florence Sililo Makando (right) 

with SolarAid volunteer William Kaitante. Outside Simungoma School, Western Province, Zambia.
Project results
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Results and indicators
	Results and indicators
	Indicators
	Achievements
	Explanation on deviations (if applicable)

	40 950 watts installed. Solar installations: 105 communities have improved access to cleaner energy, reducing carbon emissions from conventional energy sources.
	Number of solar installations  (105 solar system installations).

Total watts: 40950watts.
	
	Not all installations will be 390 watts. Installation size will vary as appropriate so as to maximise impact. This will not affect overall number of watts installed over project period.

	Zambia targets for this reporting period : 
8100 watts intalled.

(30 installations)
	Number of installations and watts installed.
	
31 systems installed by the end of May 2010

	

	Education: 
schools report increases in education levels following installation of PV systems at schools/ homes.
	Number of children benefited from PV systems at schools/ at homes; reports from surveys of schools. 
	Each site serves a minimum of 300 people. (200 direct users)
This equates to 6 600 people benefiting to date. This figure will increase to 9 000 by end of May 2010.
The coming year will enable us to monitor the impact installations will have on school attendance and performance
	

	Health:

Medical centres report improved health situations by the use of PV systems at and by the use of solar products such as lamps and batteries at homes.
	Numbers of people benefited by improved health at clinics and home; reports from surveys of health clinics about changes in health situation.
	No Health installations during this period to report
	


Please note:
· SolarAid requires a contribution from the community centre or school for each institution. This creates a feeling of ownership, which leads to the desire to care and maintain the system. SolarAid builds businesslike relationships with every facility

· The systems designed are of the highest quality which meet or surpass international standards.
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Planned MDG impacts: Millennium Development Goals)
MDG 1: reduction of extreme poverty

· Job creation – the installation of the solar panels creates jobs for local technicians to repair and maintain. Each installation provides the opportunity for a business to start such as mobile phone charging. The opportunity to sell solar products creates jobs and business for local entrepreneurs and sales people. 
Reduction in household expenditure: Microsolar products are more economic sources of light than kerosene, and some products save cell-phone charging costs, and can also generate income to the household.
MDG 2: Universal Education

· Students can study for longer with solar powered lights, improving their overall performance. After hours adult education is readily taken up by illiterate women.
MDG 3: Gender Equality

· Women are represented on each solar management committee;
· Women are main participants in after-hours adult education and vocational training

MDG 4: Child Health

· Improved education leads to improved health.
· Reduced reliance on kerosene or candles for lighting leads to reduced exposure to harmful gases and dangers of fire
MDG 7: Sustainable environment and livelihood

· The solar business activities at installation sites provide jobs and income 

MDG 8: Combat HIV and Aids

· Improved education at schools reduces risks of HIV and Aids.
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