
The snow leopard is found in the remote, rugged mountains of central 
Asia, traversing 12 countries.  Despite a massive range of over  
2 million km2, there are only between 4,000 and 6,500 snow leopards left 
in the wild.

Home to the second largest population of snow leopard after China, it is 
estimated that there are up to 1,000 snow leopards in Mongolia.  Their 
range in the country extends to an amazing 101,000km2, but the snow 
leopard is not limited to political borders making trans-boundary  
co-operation key to their survival. 

Despite the remoteness of the snow leopard’s habitat in Mongolia, 
they are still threatened by human activities.  Alongside human-animal 
conflict arising from poverty and habitat loss, mining activities also 
severely threaten their habitat. These large-scale facilities use dangerous 
chemicals and explosives to extract minerals from the mountains, leaving 
open pit mines which can cause severe ecological damage that forces 
snow leopards and their prey to relocate.

It is vital that comprehensive solutions are implemented to protect this 
amazing animal.

Background
Supporting a unique, long-term ecological study of the snow leopard and 
its habitat in Mongolia, DSWF has worked with the Snow Leopard Trust to 
protect this impressive cat for over 15 years.

A long-term monitoring project is gathering comprehensive information 
to enable scientists to truly understand and help protect these 
endangered cats. GPS tracking collars help scientists understand how 
snow leopards move around the landscape. Research cameras provide 
a wealth of knowledge about their location and behaviour.  Identifying 
this information and relating it to specific snow leopards, it is possible to 
pinpoint areas for conservation.  

Employing these monitoring techniques throughout Mongolia, the team 
can also focus on identifying areas where snow leopards are likely to 
come into contact with humans. Researchers can then devise improved 
conflict mitigation and more effective conservation programmes to 
protect the snow leopard.

Many families who live in the remote regions where snow leopards are 
found live on under $2 per day. The loss of even a single animal from 
their herd can create financial hardship and retaliation against the snow 
leopard.  To combat this, DSWF supports a handicraft programme that 
provides training, micro-credit loans and logistical support to over 300 
families to create and sell fine handmade wool crafts.  Shipped and sold 
overseas in aid of the snow leopard, this flagship programme has been 
supported by DSWF since the 1990s and is one of the largest grassroots 
snow leopard conservation projects in Mongolia.

DSWF also supports the provision of incentives; herders agree to stop 
poaching and illegally killing snow leopards and prey species within 
their community and at the end of the year, participants receive a 30% 
conservation bonus if no-one in their region has violated this contract.

Snow leopard conservation, Mongolia

About the David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation
The David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation (DSWF) supports a range of innovative and far-reaching conservation 
projects throughout Africa and Asia that have anti-poaching, education and undercover investigation at their 
heart, all working to save endangered wildlife and their habitat.



Left to right: Creating wool crafts; 
Tracking snow leopards; Snow 
leopard cub; Mongolian child with 
wool crafts

Impact
Snow leopard populations are believed to have declined by at least 20% over the last 18 years due to habitat and 
prey base loss, poaching and persecution.  Despite their remote habitat, snow leopards are being threatened by 
human activities.  

Addressing the issues facing snow leopards from various angles, including monitoring and research, raising 
awareness, addressing large scale mining from a local perspective and providing alternative livelihoods, as well as 
securing key conservation landscapes and petitioning to have mining licences removed, this project is having a very 
positive effect upon wildlife, its habitat, and the local people in the region.

With increasing pressure on their habitat, it is key that comprehensive solutions such as this which encompass local 
communities, continue to be supported in order to protect the snow leopard.

How you can help 
In order to protect the snow leopard we must 
understand the threats these cats face and the resources 
they need to survive.  Contributing to the investment 
that DSWF is making towards snow leopard research 
and conflict in Mongolia will help to build on the existing 
wide-ranging work undertaken so far to protect this 
incredible cat. Supporting and securing key conservation 
landscapes will further protect the snow leopad in 
important range areas.

Your funding will:
• monitor the remaining critically endangered

population of snow leopard
• use new technologies as a solution to the

conservation of snow leopards
• provide sustainable livelihoods for the women in

local communities
• educate local children about the value of their native

wildlife
• work with local communities to ensure they do not

need to rely on illegal wildlife trade
• help secure key conservation landscapes

David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation
Saba House, 7 Kings Road, Shalford, Guildford, Surrey GU4 8JU
Tel: 01483 272323     Website: www.davidshepherd.org 
Registered Charity No: 1106893

Project needs: 
Your help could:£15 - Fund the GPS data transfer from one 

snow leopard collar for a month
£65 - Purchase hand-made products from a 

family of herders for one year
£90 - Support a community workshop to help 

herders build capacity to protect their lands

£105 - Purchase binoculars - particularly 

good for wild prey surveys (and even spotting

a cat!)
£200 - Provide a conservation bonus to a 

community for working together to protect 

snow leopards and their prey
£300 - Sustain the research team in the field

for a month£300 - Fund a research camera in the field

£1,000 - Provide satellite communications

for researchers for a year£3,000 - Fund a GPS collar for a snow
leopard
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