Client case-studies from Tanzania, March 2010
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This is Zawadi, she is now on her sixth loan of £150 from the Mama Bahati Foundation (she started with £25 in 2007).  She has used the loans to expand the variety of fruit and vegetables on her stall.  Unlike the average loan client, Zawadi has nine dependents to care for; two sets of parents, three of her own children and two who she has adopted.  As her husband sustained a back injury in a previous job, he is starting a new business which means they are currently all reliant upon Zawadi’s income.  She is an inspiring lady and in spite of the many challenges she faces on a daily basis, she works tirelessly to provide for the needs of the family.
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Pictured right is Amina who was featured in the BBC film made in Tanzania.  Amina now cares for the children of her late brother and sister-in-law after their death and she is dedicated to ensuring that they go to school.  Amina lives in a modest home in Kilolo and has three businesses; basket-weaving, farming and cooking pastries which are sold in the local market (5 km away).  The initial loan of £25 in March 2010, enables her to buy the raw materials to weave the baskets. 
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Fedelina (left) is also featured in the BBC film.  She is a widow and used her initial loan of £25 from the Mama Bahati Foundation to buy 100 chicks – they have now grown to 1000!  Fedelina has 4 children and her chicken business has helped her to provide for her family and fund their education.  She has now graduated to a loan of £600 and says that the loans from MBF have changed her life; she now buys better quality food and has gained weight, her children are happier and it has increased her confidence – she now thinks big!
